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or Sul'Tll CAROLINA,
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Representatives, January IS, 1865.

The Houm Mug in Committee of the Whole on the state
of the Union,

Mr. BoYCK staid Mr. Chairman. I propose to make »om»

observations ou tin- annexation of Cuba. I consider it the
^reat question in our foreign relations.
A fr^ruh impatience seems to be seizing upon our peo¬

ple for territorial extension. In some quarters the cry is

for the Canada*. I'pon this point, we have been infoimed
by a leading memlier from Ohio [Mr. ('AHPHki.i,] that the
|Hr'iple upon fin- northern frontier look with deep fueling to
the annexation of the British provinces of North America.
In other quarters the cry i# for the Sandwich islands:
some are wishing for another partition of Mexico| others
are looking to the regions watered by the mighty Amazon
more are bent upon Die acquisition of Cuba, and tome hare
such inordinate etomachs that they are willing to swallow
up the entire continent. These are all but furious ptiases
of the manifest-destiny idea. I must confers, 1 do not sj in-

pathize with this Idea. I think our true minion is con-

aervatism, not indefinite extension.
Why do we desire further extension ? l>o we need any

more territory? On the north we lose ourselves upon the
verge of eternal snow J on the south we penetrate to the
fierce heats of the equator; u|H»n the east and the west we

pause on > on the bench ol the two great OMwin* al the
world. If' we applr the instruments we find that the Uni¬
ted State* are ten time? as large us (Jreat Britain, Ireland,
ami France combined thn-e times as large as the w hole ot

France, (Jreat Britain, Ireland, Austria, Pntssia, Spain,
Portugal, Belgium, Holland, and Denmark.nearly e<|»al
to the whole of Europe; as large as the Roman empire
when its eagles dominated from the Euphrates to the
pillars of Hercules. If it lie possible lor a nation
to have territory enough, we certainly have it, and
whatever else we may need, we do not need any mop

space. If any one «ere to propose placing the whole of
Euro)*.oneof the great divisions of the globe.under a

single government, lie w ould be deemed a madman yet
we realize, territorially this idea, and still crate more.
What a madness!
Do we need any more population ? W hy, our population

is already near thirty millions, ami increasing at a velocity
so fearful that tlio boldest must tremble at the future. Our
annual increase is a million. If we had the same density
of population over our entire surface as in Massachusetts,
our population would be four hundred aud twenty mil¬
lions and if we increase for the next century in the same
ratio we have for the last sixty years, our population will
be within a fraction of five hundred millions. What a

prosjiect, anil how short a time; for what is a hundred
years to a nation? The Roman empire existed twelve centu¬
ries there are noble families in England who date back
the lustre of their houses four hundred years. A century
to a nation is not more than a year to an individual.
When we look beyond the present, and pierce the future,
the increase of our population presents a great j.roMem.
When the vast surface of our territory shall be in a bla/.e
with the fires of civilization ; when the living tides of hu-
man beings flowing from the shores of the Atlantic shall
lie met by the returning tides from the Pacific ;. when the
very gorges of the Alleghanies and the Rocky mountain*
(hall be full of people ; when population shall be pressing
upon the means of subsistence, what will become of the
republic, what will be the fate of liberty itself ? Instead
ot" desiring more population, we would be most fortunate
if we could remain at what we are. A nation has sufficient
population when it is able to protect itself from external
force. We have already fully reached this point.
A republic, a federal republic in particular, cannot exist

without external pressure. It is the fundamental idea
upon which the whole theory rests. Take away the pres¬
sure from without, and a confederacy necessarily goes to
pieces. Ab long as Carthage stood a rival to be dreaded
by the Roman [leople, the republic flourished in its greatest
vigor but when Carthage was overthrown, the republic,
relieved from external pressure, became the prey of fac¬
tions the Gracchi, Sylla and Murius, I'ompey and Cesar,
passed over the stage, convulsing the State with their
struggles for power, making it bleed at every pore, and
trampling under foot the glory and the liberty of Rome.
The history of our own country is instructive on this
|>oint Refore the war of 1R13, while the State was in
dread of English power, sectionalism was unknow n. We
wore one people. Patriotism was an American plant, in¬
digenous to the soil. It grew as well on the bleak hills of
New England as in the swamps of the South. Orcnt men
and great i<lea» made our history. Rut after that war had
demonstrated our entire security from external force, sec¬
tional ideas and sectional parties arose. Factions usurped
the stage. Narrow ideas loomed up into gigantic projHir-
tions. The North and the South became two hostile campe;
and the gulf of separation has gradually been widening as
we advanced in our career of greatness and power.

It is very clear that, do what else we may, we have 110th-
iug to'gain by annexing more territory, to increase our

population by a foreign supply. If we do not need any
more territory, or any extraordinary addition of popula¬
tion by acquisition of territory, then the annexation of
Cuba cannot be urged on either of these grounds. Then,
upon what grounds can it be urged ? Perhaps It may be
urged on the ground that it is necessary to us as a military
position to protect our commerce. Rut I cannot admit
tbis; and, in considering this point, I must n.--sume that it
is the settled policy of our government not to permit Cuba
to pass from Spain into the bands of any of the great Euro¬
pean powers. Taking this for granted, I say we have noth¬
ing to fear from Cuba. We have sfrong positions at Key
West and Tortugas, which we are now fortifying, and
which can be rendered impregnable. Our naval power is
infinitely superior to that of Spain we can effectually
command the outlets to the (iulf of Mexico; and the idea
of our commerce lieing in any danger from Cuba is, I
think, without the slightest foundation. Experience is the
moot conclusive argument on this point. Our commerce
never has been disturbed from Cuba; and if we have not
been disturbed iu the infancy of our power, what have we
to fear now in its maturity?
But I go farther: so fur from the acquisition of Cuba

strengthening us in a military point of view, 1 think it
would be a source of infinite weukness. And if the history
of the contests in Kuro|>c between the great powers dem¬
onstrates any fhct, it is that maritime colonies to a nation
of secondary naval force are ureal drawbacks. Where did
England strike her great rivals, France and Holland ? Not
in the heart of their dominions, but 111 their extremities.
their colonics. The contest now going on Ivetween the
allies and Russia is most instructive on thisjKiint. If Rus¬
sia had isolated maritime [KiMessions, the allies would
wound her severely; but, ati it is, she has no such vulnera¬
ble points. She is compact, massy, solid; ami in vain,
with frantic rage, the allies dash their proud fleets and
Hell-appointed armies against her huge bulk.
We are now in the position of Russia, with all her ad¬

vantages; we are the Russia of the western continent; we
have a vast territory we are compact and invulnerable,
defiant of the world in arms. Shall we weaken our posi¬tion by the acquisition of maritime colonies? That is the
question. 1 think not.

Before we determine on the policy of acquiring maritime
colonies, there is a prior question we should consider. It
is this Are we willing to pour out indefinite millions to
build up such a navy as will enable us to contend with
the great powers fur the supremacy of the seas7 If not,
then, indeed, would it l>e a short-Sighted policv to acquire»neh colonics, which we would hold bv the uncertain ten¬
ure of Kuropean tolerann For my own |>art, I am unwil¬
ling to increase the navy a single arun bevond what is ne¬
cessary for the service of the country in its present condi¬
tion. The |ieople are already sufficiently taxed, and the
nary is already, In my opinion, a moth of adequ itc appe¬tite. The conviction that we cannot acquire Cuba securely
without a vast increase of the navy is an additional obsta¬
cle to my tsking any steps in that direction.

But it may be said it will extend our commerce. I ad¬
mit this. The annexation of Cuba would furnish an in¬
creased market for certain agricultural productions of the
middle ami northwestern States, and the manufactures of
the eastern States; and to the extent of this increased
trade. ^id even beyond it, under the preference given to
our o«£i vessels in the coasting trade, the shipping interest
of the North would lie benefited. I'nder the influence of
these several eanses, and others which could be presented,I hare no doubt the free States would makf a great deal
of money out of Cuba, if annexed. Though I see the Nurth
would reap a golden harvest from Cuba, vet I cannot, how¬
ever great may lie the interest I take in the increase of
northern wealth, forego the objections I have to the an¬
nexation of Cnba on other grounds. Beeldea, while 1 con¬
sider the advantage certain great forms of industry at the
North wunld derive Prom the admission of Cuba, I cannot
forget that the admission of Cuba might paralyze the vast
.lave interest at the Month engaged in raising sugar.W hen I am told that the annexation of Cub* will extend
our commerce, I reply.

First This mere moneyed motive is outweighed, in mv
mind, by other more important and more elevated consid¬
eration*.
Second That this advantage may be attained, to a con¬

siderable extent, by a course of policy short of annexation,
the modification of onr own commercial regulations

aud those of Spain and Cuba. To understand my mean¬
ing on this point, 1 must briefly reftr to tUc nature of our
commercial relations with Cuba. The duties on foreign
i tv t ie in Cuba is $1 50 per ton on Spanish vessels, MX*
ty-two and a half cents par ton The duties on foreign
merchandise imported under the Spanish flag are front
seven to nine per rent. !».»< than in foreign vessels, except
a few articles paving SBKific dtiiH, one of which is flour,
the duty on which, in favor of the Spanish flag, is from $1
to $1 50 per barrel.
The United States, in order to coerce a repeal of these

regulations, in 1832 passed an art tyr which Spanish Ten¬
se!* coming from Cuba were nclllM to |>ay the same rate
of duty on tonnage that was levied on inerictt vessels in
Cuba. In the same mistaken spirit of retaliation,
the United States, in 18.'! i, enacted that S|winish ves¬
sels coming from Cuba should pay, in the ports of
the I'nited States, such further tonnage duty, in ad¬
dition to the tonnage duty already |uivalde, as should
!>e equivalent to the amount of discriminating duty that
would have been imposed on the cargoes imported in the
.uid vessels, if the same had been exported from tbe port of
Havana, in American bottoms; and, further, that before
such Sj«iuisli vessel should l>e permitted to depart from a

port of the I'nited States with a cargo for Cuba, inch ves¬

sel should pay such further tonnage duty as should be
equivalent to tbe amount ofdi^oriminating duty that would
lie payable "for the time being upon the cargo, if imported
into the port of Hat una in an American vessel. The di»-
criminating duties above alluded to amount to about eight
I>er cent. The result is, that Spanish vessels leaving our

|»orts with cargoes for Cuba have to pay eight jujr cent.
mmm th*« if they imported the «atm> cargoes from any
other forei^ii port. In our anxiety to monopolize the
freightage have lost, to a very great extent, the sale of the
merchandise. 1'uder tbe influence of our acts of 1832 and
1831 the imports into Cuba, in Spanish vessels, from the
United Statea, amounted in 184".) to only $11,000, whereas
tho imi»orts fVorti England for the same period, in Spanish ves¬

sels, amounted to $4,.145,300. That this striking difference is
mainly attributable to oarown regulations is obvious, from
the fact that England stands on no more favored footing in
reference to Uncommercial regulations ofCub* than the Uni¬
ted States, except her freedom from our own enactments.
I'or ten years preceding 1832 the average of foreign mer¬
chandise exported from the United States to Cuba was

$1,503,000; in 184!) the same class of OKpOTtf amounted
only to $276,000, of w hich only $11,000- was in Spanish
vessels, lu 1851 the value of cotton goods sent to Cuba
from the I'nited States amounted only to $26,000, while
the amount for the same period from Europe was nearly
$3,000,000. j,

It is evident wl have greatly affected our commerce with
Cuba bv our acts of 1832 and 1834. Let itf repeal them at
once. It is time to abandon this policy of retaliation. We
should further exercise our diplomacy with Spain to get
some modification of her restrictions. Let us seek com¬
mercial reciprocity with Cuba instead of annexation. Tbe
first, I believe, by judicious conduct, we might attain the
second we cannot but by force. By the first we will at¬
tain substantially all the moneyed advantages of annexa¬
tion, and escape its political objections and dangers.
The whole argument for the annexation of Cuba, in a

national point of view, may be summed up in the four
proportions 1 have been considering:

1. More territory.
3. More imputation.
0. Military position.
1. More commerce.
The first three have no merit; oil the contrary, are full

of disadvantages. The last has some merit, but is entirely
outweighed by other adverse considerations. 1 conclude,
therefore, on national gn unds, that it is inexpedient to
annex Cuba.

I propose now to consider the annexation of Cubn us a
southern measure: for it is supported by many at the
South on this ground and, unless 1 greatly deceive my¬
self, I hope to be able to show that it would be, under
existing circumstances, a most perilous measure to the
South.

Hoar could the annexation of Cuba benefit the South?
To answer this question understandingly I would reftr to
the case of Texas. How did the annexation of Texas ben¬
efit the South ? for I admit it did so greatly. The entire
advantages to the South from the annexation of Texas
may be comprehensively stated in two propositions First,
it furnished a wilderness where the people of the South
could go and improve their conditions. Second, it fur¬
nished a stable political community, reliable ujmu tlx- tin.
very issue. Would Cuba fulfil these requisites? I think
not; clearly not the first; because Cuba is an old settled
country, settled before aiiy part of the United States. It
was discovered by the great Columbus himself, and has
been the favorite seat of Spanish power for centuries. It is
not only civilized, but populous: the population is va¬

riously estimated from one million two hundred thousand
to one million five hundred thousand, and that on an
area the size of the State of Tennessee. In order to real¬
ize a graphic idea of the extent and population of Cuba,
we have only to imagine Tennessee with a range of moun¬
tains running longitudinally from east to west, instead of
across, and with a population of one million two hundred
thousand to one million five hundred thousand, instead of
her present population of oue million two thousand seven
hundred and seventeen. The mere statement of the case in
this light is sufficient to show that emigrants would go on
a wild-goose chase if they went to Cuba exacting to get
lands for nothing. Our people would stand a better chance
to get such lands in Tennessee. The lands in Cuba must
necessarily, to a very great extent, be in the hands of pri¬
vate holders, and our j>eople moving to Cuba would have
to buy lands at the prices of an old community. Cuba,
therefore, could not fulfil the requisite of a wilderness to
which southern men might go to get lands at nominal
rates.
Would Cuba 1h> n stnble political c mmunity, or, in

other words, competent to self-government? I doubt it.
Self-government involves two consideration*.the race and
the training. There is only one race of people in modern
times who have show n the capability of self-government.
that is the Anglo-Saxon race, the rare to which we belong;
and with us it is still, in some degree, an experiment. Hut
whatever question there may be lis to other raws, there can

bebut one opinion as to the incompetency of the Spanish
race. At no time, and under no circumstances, have they
been able to preserve republican institutions. The Span¬
ish-American republics, whose populations are of the same
race anil grade as the whites of Cuba, have become the
bv-word of history ; every step in their insane career has
been the melancholy blot and blur of free institutions.
Th® Spanish Creole race of Cuba are the worst kind of
materials «ith w hich to build up republican institutions.
What has their political training been?.the worst imag¬
inable. They have always lived under the sternest despot¬
ism. For the last thirty years in particular they have lived
under martial law. They huve had no political privileges,
and are utterly ignorant of the machinery of free institu¬
tions. The touching picture which Tacitus draws of the
Hotnan State under the tyranny of Tiberius is the condition
of Cuha. " Men," he says, "were afraid of knowing each
other; society was at a pause; relations, friends, and
strangers stood at gaze; no public meetings, no private
confidence: things inanimate had cars, and root's and
walls were de nied informers." What could we expect from
suddenly investing suult a people with self-government but
a disastrous failure ? Rut it may be laid that our ow n

people would go in upon annexation, and control the Cu-
bans. But I do not think the American emigration would
f>e large at the South it would not, because agricultural
emigrants never go in large numbers to an old country ;
from the N'orth the emigration would lie mostly commer¬
cial nn ii for temporary sojourns. Whilst the emigration
frotn the United States would not be large, itB influence
would be greatly weakened by the prejudice of the Creoles
to our people.the prejudice of rai-e and religion, which is
intense in Cuba. If Cuba were annexed, and a slave State,
but proved incompetent to self-government, she would not
onlv be no benefit to the South, hut a great calamity. It
we are met at the threshold with this difficulty, we might,
|>erhaps. forbear to go further, considering this as conclu¬
sive. But 1 shall pass on.
The next question is, would Cuba be a reliable slave

community; that is, would slavery lie likely to continue
ther<- ?

(n order to determine this question, we must consider the
nature of the |>opulation and institutions of Cuba.

I shall put down the population at the lowest estimate.
one million two hundred thousand. Of the»c, two hun¬
dred thousand are free negro* 1 pause involuntarily at
this startling fact; it is worthy to be pondered on by
southern men. This army of free negroes are not tucb free
negroes as ours are. Our free negroes are American free
negroes, dwarfed by being in contrast with the greatest
whi'e race on the globe, the Anglo-Saion rare. There is
a T»«t interval with us between the two races. The fhi'
negroes Of Cub* are Spanish free negroes, elevated rela¬
tively hy being in contrast w ith an inferior white race.
There is no abrupt separation between the two races; they
approximate ana assimilate. Kwything if relative in
this world. \Yhen (itilliver was among the Lilliputians
he towi red above them like a huge Titan. He could put
whole armies in bis pot kets take fleets with no weait-1
ons but bis tpectacies when be ate a hearty dinner tbn
corn market was excited; when be turned orer, govern¬
ment securities felL tint when he got among the Brobdi-;
nags, he was as harmless as an insect; he was the to* of!
children; he !. Ue*l to hare been drowned in a bowl of
milk a monkey took him on the top of a house and fright-1

ened hint nut of his vita; the young princess uatxl to put
him in her busom, like a little bird, very much to his
tlarm, however for il would have I«mi certain dmtk Hi
him if be had fallen Awn this pernicious height. Thus we
can understand the diffei nee between the free ncgrou of
Cub* and our own frt-e negroes. < »f course there xc

among the white race in Oula, nmnt individual exception*
which stand out in bold relief from the iree-nrgro race;
hut the remark I make is, uevertheleas, true in reference tc
the Cnoit iinuses.
To illustrate uiv meanin^ mure fully, I take it, thut the

Creole tuuei are about equ U to the Mexican iuium; be-
'wo ii the Mexican masses and their fro- negr»*s is no

abrupt line of dtmarkution.the same state of things exists
in Cubit. The free-uegro race staml, in a (Trent degree,
upon an equality with the Creole masses.neither hare an)
IKilitienl privileges. This equality, which I have been
dwelling upon, between the races, is fostered by the Span¬
ish government, as a great political idea, to check any ten¬
dencies on the part of the Creole* to revolution. In pur¬
suance of this policy, in some instances, the free negroes
hare had special and exclusive advantages of schools; mar¬
riages between the two classes have been encouraged and,
what is a more striking fact still, In e negroes have been
enrolled in the army, taught the use of arms, and instruct¬
ed in military tactics, while the Creoles have l>een regu¬
larly excluded from the army. From these various consid¬
erations, 1 cannot but consider tlx: free negro element ii.
Cuba a* moat dangerous, and not auguring well for the
institution of slavery there. Two hundred thousand Span¬
ish free negroes} They strike me more like two huudred
thousand liplfJit. Uyrhsu irhirh a t ft.ti wav Ttgtit
up, and set the whole island in a tiame at any moment.
\\ lien I remember that if was this same free-negro t ace,
under the workings of Spanish and French ideas, which
upturned the entire social fabric in St. Domingo, and
wreaked such infinite slaughter on the white rate, my aj>-
prehensions from this source are not, by auy means, ditnin-:
ished. Twenty thousand Spanish troops prt serve the peace
of Cuba now; but under different circutMtanoes, and in
the absence of a standing army, would the whites of Cuba
be safe? They would, 1 think, l/e sleeping over a vol¬
cano.
The next element in the population otCuba is the slaves;

there are four huudred thousand of then. These slaves are
uot Christianized. humanized, or civilized, to the same
extent as our slaves. A lar^e portion of them hare been
imported from Africa, and ar« still half savage. They
cannot be relied upon for fidelity and loyalty to anything
like the same extent as our slaves. Such are tbe slaves of
Culm.

I would now refer briefly lo some of the slave regula-
lions of Cuba. Ily the laws of Cuba even slave has the
right, on complaint of ill-usage, once every year, to hnnt a

purchaser, and his master is bound 10 permit hint to be ab¬
sent lor a sullicient time for that purpose. \\ ben the slave
finds a purchaser, his master is obliged to sell him, not at
his own (trice, but, in case of disagreement between the
master and purchaser, at a price to be fixed by a certain
public functionary. The slave who can change his master
when he pleases is hardly a slave; be is almost free. In
populous portions of Europe the free laborer has no other
privilege ot freedom than the right to change his employer.
Not only hss the slave a right to change his master, but he
lias the right to buy himself; and not onh the w hole of
himself, but any part of himself, the one-fourth, or one-
third, or one-half of himself; if he buys one-fourth of him¬
self, then for three months every year he is free to work
tor himself and do as he pleases. Every mother, before a
child is born, has the right, on paying twenty-five dollars,
to have the child declared free. These facts are full of
meaning, and they show how the .Spanish government
keeps the African idea impending over Cuba, like a por¬
tentous cloud, w liich she Hashes up at intervals to retain
dominion b\ the terror of its lurid glares.

There is another consideration on this branch of the case
to which I woidd allude: the slaves brought into Cuba
since 1820, Spain, b\ treaty of September 23,1817, in con¬
sideration of £411(1,1)00 |>aid by England, engaged that the
slave trade should be abolished throughout the Spanish do¬
minions from the .:uth May, 1820. By the ordinance of the
King of Spain of December, 1817, it is directed that every
African imported into any of the colonies of Spain, in vio¬
lation of the treaty with England, shall be declared free.
Uv the treaty between Great Britain and Spain of June 28,
1835, for the purpose of "rendering the means for abolish¬
ing the tiaflie in slaves more effectual," the slave trade is
again declared to be totally abolished. Yet. in spite of the
treaties and ordinance «?(' the King of Spain, Africans, in
vast numbers, lmve been im|>ortca into t tiba. Unu writer
whom I have consulted puts down the number of these Af-
ricane, w ho are called Hozal negroes, now in the island, at1
two-thirds of the entire number of slaves. He says they
abound in the rural districts, and may beeaaily recognised by
their language and the marks of the tattoo. An intelli¬
gent Cuban has lately informed me that nearly all the
slaves in Cuba are Africans imported since 1820, and their
descendants, that until recently it was estimated the en¬
tire slave population died out every ten years. Now, I
wish to ask what would be the condition of this class il
Cuba were annexed, and they brought, without any modi¬
fication of their condition by any supreme authority inter-
mediate between the Spanish pow er and our own. under
the influence of the law of our federal government? This;
very question has already been decided by our courts. The
Supreme Court of the United States, in the celebrated case
of the Amistad, 15 Peters, 593, sustaining the decision of
the circuit court, hold that "these negroes were unlaw fully
transported to Cuba, in violation of the laws and treaties
of Spain, and the most solemn edicts and declarations of
that govOTimcnt. By those laws, and treaties, and edicts,
the African slave trade is utterly abolished; the dealing in
that trade is deemed a heinous crime, and the negroes
thereby introduced into the dominion of Spain are de¬
clared to be free." If Cuba were directly annexed from
Spain, without an intermediate state of separate independ¬
ence in which a new fundamental law could be passed,
great difficulties might arise on this [loint from the efforts
of the abolitionists.
The next item in the population is the white race. This

is estimated til six hundred thousand, ol .xliiih u small
proportion arc European Spaniards, the rowdue are Cre¬
oles.about equal, as a class, to the people of Mexico. Now,
cnu these people he relied upon to preserve slavery ? The
country being an old settled country, there would l>e, as 1
have already said, no groat tide of emigration from the
South; the comparatively few southern men who would
go there would lie counterbalanced by an equal and ad¬
verse emigration from the North. The continuance of
slavery would, therefore, depend on the Creoles of Cuba. I
would consider this bad security. Slavery is never secure
where the masters are an inferior w liite race. There is, too,
a marked tendency in the Spanish Creole race to emancipa¬
tion. This is owing to several causes:

1st. The equality of the two races. They assimilate
without difficulty; there is no gulf between them. The
philosophy of African slavery consists in the superiority of
ihe white race; where this superiority is wanting, there is
no basis for the institution to rest upon, and it crumbles
like a bouse without a foundation.

2d. The tendency of the Spanish democratic idea is to
ultraism: they carry liberty to the extreme of anarchy.
Every Spanish revolution is a socialistic revolution.

.'!d. Their inability to govern themselves produces bloody
struggles, the leaders in which seek the aid of the slaves.
Hence it has resulted that the Spanish American colonies,
who have set up for themselves, though under Spain they
were slave communities, have all £one into emancipation.
Have we any right to expect anything more from the
Creoles of Cuba than the Creoles of Central America T I
think not.
From the rapid summary thus taken of the population

and institutions of Cuba, I doubt whether Cuba would l>e
reliable u}H>n the slavery issue. Looking at the question
of annexation In all its bearings, I douht exceedingly whether
it would l>e to the interest of the South to annex Cuba uow,
if i( could be doue without money or blood, lint on one
has any idea that Cuba can thus easily acquired at the
present time.

There are only three modes by w hich Cuba could be ac¬

quired, vix: 1. Bv purchase. 2. By war. 3. By treaty
with Cuba a* an independent i>owcr.
The first method is impracticable, because Spain w ill not

sell. The recent debate in the Spanish Cortes sets that
t«>int at rest. I go farther, not only Spain will not sell,
but no S|<ani.sh administration would dare to ><11. The
announcement of such a tre. ly would revolution^- Spain,
and Ihe ministry who would have the temerity to sign a

trewty so humiliating to the pride of the natlou would be
torn to places by the infuriated mob. And hence I have
always looked u|M>n the mission of Mr. Sonic tor this pur¬
pose as a sterile idea, fruitless in itself, and unfortunate,
from his European birth, in the agent selected. But, sup¬
posing this difficulty overcome, the price would be so enor¬
mous.$150,000,000, or $200,000,000.that I would not lie
willing to give it I look upon the advantages to the Sonth
as too precarious to give to much money, especially when
1 see that the neee-wary effect of such an ex]>endit«re
would be to fasten a high tariff upon ns indefinitely. There
is no practical measure within the scope of government
power, from which the South wonld derive so vast a bene¬
fit as from the reduction of the tariff to the lowest reve¬
nue standard. I should be very unwilling to abandon this
great practical measure of deliverance to the South for the
uncertain haxards of annexation.
As to the second mode.war.I say nothing of the shock¬

ing injustice of wresting from a feeble power, without
provocation, her most valuable possession I have no

doobl we could «ui p«>(l in this w»y, hot »t great coat of
mil men Thf Spanbh troop# vonM aikf losip

rceiatano the cliraate taore. I cannot forget. too. that a
large onion of Th» trimmi expended would be wruug
from (be hard earnings of the southern jieople, and much
of tbe blood shed would be the beat blood of (he .South
for our e> stem of taxation is unequal; and this being look¬
ed iijHiii af a southern luewture, the gallant young tueu of
the Si a tli would vobuitcer with alacrity But of all mode*
which could be .eii.-ed for the acquisition of Ottba, lor the
bereli! of the South, war i-i the nioet fatal: ft>r no one
who has any knowledge of tbe Spanish character, it* pride,
obstinacy. and revenge, can for a moment Inugim that
Spain would mop at any stetw to Mat the acquisition in
our blinds. Tt»" miIk v of Spain to obvious t she would
cling to Cuba with the tenacity of a dying eonvulsioa, and
when she could hold on no longer, she would decree uni¬
versal emancipation. But, it mtr U' said, we would re¬
verse <1ih st*le of tilings in our Territory of Cuba. But
jus' at thw juncture the people of the North, who hare 'be
i-ontlo! ol the federal government, would, bjr a uaauimous
voire, bid us star our hands; that oon-iuU rvrutii u was
their doctrine; that, by tin- Mpunish law, tlit re were no
slaves in Cull*. The result would be that the South, after
all ber sacrifice*, would ba\e acquired a free-negro polony,
tbe greatest corse imaginable. This result would M verynm.ir.ing to the abolitionists, but not to me. I have, there¬
fore. no idea of blindly travelling » road which leads no¬
where but over a precipice.

Another motive whieh makes me still more determined
not tu go to war with Spain for Cuba is, thai we of the
Sot'tft to* apuu tbe «*. at a great »li with a hostile
majority of the North, and we will need all our resources,
not to make foreign conquests, but to defend the very
ground upon which we stand. I am, therefore, unwilling
to weaken our resources or complicate our position by an
aitai k on Cuba ; others, who hear only the song of peace
in the future, may take a different course.
As to the third mode.treaty with Culm this Implies that

Cuba baa throw u off the Spanish yoVe, and established in¬
dependence. If it were desirable to acquire ( utia, this
seems to me to be the only mode it could be done bene¬
ficially to the South. By this mode we would escape tbe
agitation of the slavery question in the territorial condi¬
tion of Cuba. The question w ould be in ;i nut-shell an¬
nexation or no annexation ? The VVilmot proviso might
precede and prevent annexation it could not succeed an¬
nexation and mar it. Cuba would have organized her in¬
stitutions. We would be enabled to judge, with snna de¬
gree of confidence, as to her capability for self-goi eminent,
and her reliability upon tbe slavery issue. We would
know what we were getting, and run less risk of getting
what we did not want. We would have gotten rid of the
embarrassing questions arising out of the treaties, ordi¬
nances, and decrees of Spain. And theu. nationally
speaking, she would cost us nothing, neither men nor

money.
It may be supposed, from these considerations, that I fa¬

vor fillibustering. Not so. An imputable gulf intervenes
between me and this policy.duty. I cannot interfere w ith
the domestic institutions of other people, for I wish other
people not to interfere with the domestic institutions of
our people. On the other band, 1 cannot shut my eyes to
the inevitable future. I see the world is in a transition state,
and I feel that the independence of Cuba is onlj a quention
of time. The final decision of this great question of an¬
nexation belongs appropriately to the future. I say, take
no step now in that direction ; wait and watch the course
of events, and profit by them. 1 do not wish to shackle
the ultimate action of the country. W hen the future rolls
round, and Cuba emerges independent from its bosom,
w hen the fruit is ripe, then let this great question lie de¬
cided under the light of all the surrounding circumstances.
1 might stop here, but several hypothetical cases must be
disposed of to manifest myself truly.

It may be said, suppose England or France sei/.e Cuba.
what then ? There are some things IO improbable they
need hardly be considered, and this is one. After Fng-,
land and Franco are done with Russia they will not be in
a mood to disturb anybody, much less will they want to
jar on the United States. But neither England nor France
wants Cuba; in their hands it would be necessarily a free-
negro colony, and, therefore, worthless but if either of
them should want it, their mutual jealousy would prevent
cither from taking it. But if, in violation of all possibility,
they should make the attempt, I say at once I would draw
the sword and drive them into the sea.

Again: it may be said, suppose Spain refutes to satisfy
our claim* against her.what then? My answer is direct.
1 would; not mingle up these claims wirh me quesitou of
Cuba. I would act towards Spain with extreme forbear¬
ance, for she is weak and we are strong. The truest great¬
ness consists in great ideas. I would exhibit the country
in this light towards Spain. I would act townrds her with
generosity and magnanimity. I would nrge our claims in
tbe most respectful manner. If, after a reasonable time,
they were still disregarded, 1 would propose arbitration.
If this tailed, then, alter assuring myself that our claims
were well founded, and after sufficient and final notice, I
would seud out a fleet of steamers, sei/.e some Spanish
.-.hiiis, pay the claims, and give a receipt in full.

But, it may be said, suppose Spain should attempt to
Africanize Cuba.what then? For my part. I ain clear
that our government should u.-e every possible means to
prevent this. 1 would stop at nothing, not even war.
There is, however, an old saying, and a true one, that an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. I would act
u]>on this maxim* 1 would remove the causes leading
Spain to this course. Tbey are two.the fear of our de¬
signs upon Cuba, and tbe pressure of England, I.ei us

take such a line of conduct as will remove the first cause;
tbe Russians are removing the second cause, in which oj>-
eration our government could co-operate efficiently' by en¬

couraging Spain. That, in my opinion, is the true line of
our diplomacy. It is the interest of Spain to preserve sla¬
very in Cuba.her interest and our policy concur. We
would l>e bunglers, indeed, if, under such circumstances,
we could not produce the desired result. The policy of the
South is not so much to have more slaves as to have more

people interested in slavery. Spain is so interested we
should let her continue thus.

I am glad to be sble to fortify my opinions upon this
subject by the authority of Mr. Calhoun. As late as .May,
184H, he said, in his speech upon the "proposed occupation
of Yucatan:
" So Ion); ax Cuba remain* in the hand* of Spain, a friendly

power.a power of which we hare no dread it should coti
tinuc to be, a? it has been, the policy of all administration*
ever since 1 have been connected with the government, to let
Cuba remain there."

I assume what he says as an axiom. 1 deduce from it a

corollary that we are not to buy'Cuba, or go to war for it;
because, if our policy is for Cuba to remain w ith Spain, it
is against our policy to change that possession, with or
without the conseut of Spain.
This disposes of every mode of acquisition, except by

treaty with Cuba as an independent power. This is, from
ita very nature, a question for the luture. When the con¬

tingency arises, then, and not till then, we should render a

definite judgment.
Mr. Chairman, (he acquisition of Cuba will open a new

volume in our history. Former acquisitions were the ne¬

cessities of location or of circumstance. This is not. By
tikis step wo are fairly launched in the career of conquest,
from which there is no outlet but to storm <he fulure,
sword in hand. From (his career we have nothing to

hope and everything to fear; for our greatest snccess

would lie our greatest disaster.
The history of nations has lx*n the history of their im¬

aginations. The pomp of power, the thirst for dominion,
the glare of glory, have been the empty baubles for which
they have exhausted their energies, and slaughtered each
Other. Tin se have been the dim lights by w hich poor hu¬
manity ha* hitherto advanced. Who can estimate the in¬
finite miseries, the multitudinous slaughters, these barren
vanities have entailed upon the human race! The book of
tiiue is bloody on every page with the horrid recital. Shall
we laarn nothing from It ? Shall the past turn its sorrow¬

ing feature* upon u* in vain? Shall we be insensible to
the tears and agonies of history or shall we furnish an¬

other instance of *tii|iendou* tolly by embarking in the
* line insane career1 trust not. I trust we shall turn
w ith aversion from the deccitftil seductions of false glory,
and be instructed by the disasters of universal humanity.
We may extend our dominion over the whole continent,

our navies tuay ride triumphant on every sea. our naiue

may be the terror of kings, our decrees the dratinies of ca¬
tions, but tie assured it will be at the price of our free
institutions. I know not how it may lie with others, but
for my o» n |>art, I would nottpay this price for all the |>ower
and all the glory that ever clustered around all the ban¬
ners aud all the eagles erabl zoned in the pantheon of
history.

Let us turn from the line of vulgar couquerors to the
fathers of the republic. let us learn from them that the
truest patriotism is the premrvation of our institution*,
the truest wisdom is moderation. In short, let our his¬
tory be not the history of our imagination, but the history
of our common sense. By this course we may not rauut
so many statues, so many triumphal aicbea. so many
trophies of victory, and lioundles* dominion, but we shall
have what is more glorious than theac.we shall hare our
institutions preserved we shall have the conquest* <>t peace
the mighty march of civilisation Christianity working ont.

unimpeded, her divine mission; these will be our statue*
these our triumphal arches these the trophic* of our vic¬
tories; and they will he such as no nation la-fore ns have
ever had.

IN CONGRESS tiF THE D. STATES.
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SE> ATE.
uki Tin comiiuunuw.

The PRESIDENT pro Um. laid tiefore the Senate a mes¬
sage from tlx- President of the United .State* in answer to
a resolution of the Senate of December 11, 1854. asking for
copies of correspoadeim; ralktin to the lata ilifinltk* be¬
tween tM consul of the French government at San Francis¬
co and the federal authorities of the State of California
which was read; and on motion by Mr. \\ Kl.I.Eli, it hxi
ordered to lie on the labia and to be printed.The PRESIDENT pro irm. also laid before the Senate a
ommuniration from the Secretary of the Treasury, in an-
«riT to a resolution of the Senate of th!fr loth instant, call¬
ing u^>oa him to communicate to the Senate a statement
showing the amount of silver parebaaed by the departmentfor re-coinage in the United Suites Mint at Philadelphia
during th* year ISM, and the price paid tberetor, and sim¬
ilar information with regard to the branch mint at New
Orhans and, also, to state the reason* for any difference
in price which may hare been paid for silver recoined at the
said Mint in Philadelphia and at the branch nnnt in New
Orleans w hich was referred to the Committee on Fisanee
and ordered to be printed.
The PRESIDENT pr» Irm alan laid bafcm tiw Senate a

conimiinicaiiou Irom the HmMH} of the Treasury, tran^
mining, in compliance with a resolution of (lie Senate, all
the original papers, including fhe report of the commission¬
er of customs, in relation to the claim of Gibbons k kel-
ley, contractors for buildiug light-houses in Oregon and
California which was referred to the Committer of Claims
and ordered to he printed.

MEMORIALS, PKTITIONH, KIT.

Mr. SHIELDS presented joint resolutions of the legisla¬
ture of Illinois, instructing their senators and roqaesliagtheir representatives in Congress to oppose any bill for the
renewal of patent* heretofore granted to Cyrus H. McC-or-
mick. Obed Hussejr, and Moore A Hascall, for impro* ements
in mowing and reaping machines which were ordered to
lie on the table.

Mr. HEWARD presented the memorial of the Miuueso-
t.l and Northwestern Railroad Company, remonstrating
against the passage of the joint resolution from the House
of Representatives to disapprove and disaffirm an act of.
the legislative assembly of the Territory ol Minnesota en¬

titled "An act to incorporate the Minnesota and North¬
western Railroad Company; which was referred to the
Committee on Territories.

Mr. SHIELDS, Nlr. DODGE of Iowa, and others, presented
petitions praying for jiensions for military services which
were referred to the Committee on Pensions.

Mr. CLAYTON and Mr. BRODHEAD presented several
petitions, numerously signer! by citizens of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, praying an appropriation for the erection
of a building for the accommodation of t lie I'nited States
courts und post office in the city of Philadelphia, and
in favor of a particular location for the same; which were
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads.

Mr. SUSJNER presented a petition remonstrating against
the admission of more slave States into the Union, and
another petition praying the repeal of the fugitive-slave
law which were laid on the table.

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, and others, presented petitions;
praying the establishment of various mail-routes; which
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads.

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented resolutions of the leg is-
lature of Iowa, in favor of an appropriation to compensate
the citizens of Iowa who were called into service by the
government thereof to repel a threatened invasion of that
Territory by the people of Missouri; also, in favor of cer¬
tain mail-routes; also, in favor of reducing the rates of,
ocean postage; also, in favor of the establishment of a regu¬
lar line of steamers to be employed in the trade between
the United States and the coast of Africa also, concerning
the protection of settlers and emigrants between the Mis¬
sissippi valley and the Pacific ocean, including the estab¬
lishment of postal and telegraphic communications across
the American continent; which were appropriately refer-;
red. i

Mr. I». also presented memorials of the legislature of
Iowa, praying that the dnties on sugar and molasses may
be abolished, and also praying the construction of a rail¬
road between the State? bordering on the Mississippi river
and the Pacific ocenn.

Mr. D. also presented a memorial of citizens of Keokuk,
Iowa, praying that ten thousand acres of the public lands
may be set apart for the purpose of colonization on scien¬
tific and equitable principles; which was referred to the
Committee on Public Lands.

UJtPORTS FKOM COM MITTKKS.

.Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on 1'ensions, to whom
was referred the bill to pay the heirs of Stephen Alorill, de-
erased, the amount due their father for ft pension, reported
adversely thereon.

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on Pension*,
to whom was referred the bill from the House of Repre¬
sentatives increasing the pension of Anthony Walton Buy-
ard, of Hellefont, in the .State of Pennsylvania, reported it
without amendment, and recommended its passage.

Mr. BRODI1EAD hoped that, there would lie no objec¬
tion to the immediate consideration of that hilt; and it was

then read a third time and passed.
Mr. TOUCEY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re¬

ported a bill to protect officers and other persons acting
under the authority of the United States; which was read
and passed to a second reading.

Mr. STUART, from the Committee ou Commerce, report¬
ed a bill making appropriations for the improvement of
certain harbors on the northern lakes; which was read
twice and made the special order for Monday next.

Mr. S., from the same committee, to w hom were referred
several bills making appropriations for the improvement of
particular harbors, asked to be discharged from the further
consideration thereof as they were embraced in the gen¬
eral bill jnst reported. The motion was agreed to.

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Commerce to
whom was referred the joint resolution in relation to the
New Orleans custom-house, reported it without amend¬
ment, and asked its immediate consideration. No objec¬
tion lieing made, it was read a third time anil passed

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Military Affairs,
to whom was referred the bill from the House of llepre-
sentatives making an appropriation for military defences
at Proctor's Landing, in Louisiana, reported it without
amendment, and recommended its passage.

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on the Post Office
and Post Roads, to whom was referred the bill to aid in
the transportation of the mails, reported it with an amend¬
ment in the form of a substitute.

Mr. S., from the Committee ou Pensions, submitted an ad¬
verse report on the petition of Thomas II. Bingham.

Mr. SLIDELL, from the Committee on Foreign Relations,
submitted an adverse re|>ort on the memorial of Robert M.
Hamilton.

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Public Lands, sub¬
mitted an adverse report on the memorial of J»me« Har¬

per and Rol>ert \\ Harper.
Mr. Ht'STRR, from the Committee ou Kmauie, i. ported

back the House bill making appropriations for the payment
of invalid and other pensions of the I nited States for the
year ending the 30th June, ltOti, with the recommendation
that the Senate concur in the amendments of the House to
the amendments of the Senate to the above-named bill.

VIr. ADAMS and Mr. HAMLIN opposed the motion to
concur in the House amendments aud after suinv debate,
the further consideration of the subject was postponed.

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on Private Land
Claims, to »honi was referred the bill for the relief of the
heirs ami legal representatives of Pierre Casela.li, deceased,
reported it without amendment.

Mr. 11. from the same committer, to whom was referred
the |ietition of Cephiwe Hiscros, widow of Louis Labrauchu.
of the parish of St. < 'buries, La., praying the confirmatir
of her title to a certain tract of land, reported a bill for her
relief, which was read and pasaed to a second reading

Mr. QW IN, frooi the Committee on Naval Affair* report¬
ed a bill for tbe relief of Charles J. Swett.

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Co* (1roerce, tc
wboiu was referred the memorial of William V" ^ \jRryT, r^

ported a bill to changu the name of the ^msrirsn hnil
steamer Fanny Fern to that of Thomas 1* Swart and t«
grant her a new reginter which wss t* a,| three timc^ In
unanimous consent, aad passed.

Mr. H from the same committee, rr,,ort<Ml » bill *..th(11
ising the Secretary of the. Treasc .

te«lngha n andBarrtaoj, and w %uild purrtuj" .other «uail boats for the rev ,Dl. ..r>1( (, £ ££
Mr JONES of Iowa. lronr, thv Committer Pen.,,,,,,reported a MB for the* jrtfcer relief of the survmngoS^soldiers, and seamen w ho served in the war of t* rev.,b,

"l,"r » VW
""1 P-* «" * *" "¦* r«°diugMr IALLUR\ fr« jn the < ocumin** on

to whom were referr ^ !h, amendments of tbe Ho*.e uRepresentatives to t! M bill to promote the eOriencr of lb.
nar* reported in fa eor of eonc.rrlng in the amendments r*
tn* llonif

ww or sua, rrc.
Ui MASON gave notice that he should on Monday neit,

or »«MOe early day thereafter ask leave to intrvdu>r * jointresolution for till purpose of placing the clerk* in the State
Itepartoicnt on the same footing' with the clerks iu the
oiiirr dspartamnfle,

Mr. OAflS gave notice thiii he should a»k I. ,.i. on Miin-
dtj next to make a personal explanation in relation to
Lord ( larendou, and the policy of um liriuab government,

¦tix itrrnourcen.

Mr. SEW ARD asked and obtained leave to introduce. a
joint resolution authorising thi* Secretary of tJi« Trv«surv
to m itie thr claim of Alfred G. Benton, on the principle* of
equity and ju-tire; which wan read twicw and referred
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

oohvkt a no rAi'ria inmm.katiov

Mr. JON KM, of Tennessee. submitted the following pre¬
amble and resolution
Whereas the constitution of the Caited State* confer* on

Congree* the power to establish a uniform rule of naturalua
tion, and in silent a* to the ejtercise of any power o« the ub-
jact o* emigration ;
And whereas it 11 declared in . constitution that ail

|>nwei» not delegated lo the I Mtod SUtes b> the c u.ititu
(toe, aor prohibited to the Stales by it, are reserved to the
State*, reapediveiy, or to the people therefore,

lletolrrU. That un|km lias no power to pass anylaw regulating or controlling emigration into am of the
state* or Territories of this Onim, but that Um power lo
yaBribe »urti i utwi ami regulations uiuehiOK ihis Sttbjeel an

may t»e deemed necessary W the and happine » of the
people h"tongs to. the States, respectively, or to »h< people.ind that eseh State may dtmrmlao for itself the evils re»ult
mg from the great influr of criminal and paaper immigration
to tlii® country, and apply seeh reme<f^ an tlietr wisd<MSl uiav
suggest or their safety demand.

RBrtOM T10X ADOPTin.
Mr. SLIDKLL submitted a resolution requesting the

Secretary of War to furnish the Senate with tin- report ot
Colonel Fuller of hia late survey of the Red river, in the
region of the rait, with the Maoapauy ing map : agreed to.

OROtR or Rt'KI.NRKiC

The hour of one having arrived, the PRKSIDF.NT an¬
nounced the special order.being the i'scttie-railroad bill.

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance ol what he thought ivu the
general under .-.landing on Thursday In*!, desin d to have
Um bill considered which fivw a credit on duties on rail¬
road iron, and therefore he moved to postpone the apodal
order for the purpose of taking up that bill.

Mr. BRt >PIIRAD, although he was entirely opposed to
that hill, would vote in favor of tulung it up >i- an act of
courtesy totheseuator from Alabama, who liml forborne
to press it while he (Mr. B.) Was absent.
The question being taken ou the motion of Mr. Clay,

it was agreed to.yean 25, nays Jl.as follows
KKAS. Messrs. Adams, Allen, Hell, Brodhead, Brown,

ltntler, Chase, Clay, Clayton, Cooper, Dawson. Kvuna.
Fitipttriok, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of Tt.ntsmr.
Mason, Morton, l'ettit, Sebastian, Sumner, Walker, Wells,
and Wilson.25,
.VAYS.Messrs. Benjamin, Rrainerd, Bright, Dodge of

Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Foot, liwin, Hamlin,
Jones of Iowa, Pratt, Rusk. Seward, Shields, Hlidell,
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey,
Toucey, Wade, and Weller.'21.

railroad litov.

The Senate accordingly proceeded- to the consideration
of the bill granting to railroad companies three years in
which to pay the duues on iron imported lor railroad pur¬
posed.

Mr. CLAY said that as be wan very anxious to bare the
iiill disponed of to-day, he would forbear making any re¬
marks ou it unless it was rendered necessary by what
might be snid in opposition lo the bill.

Messrs. COOPER and BRODHEAD spoke at some length
iu opposition to the bill.
The discussion was continued by Messrs. HAMLIN,

JOHNSON, DAWSON. CLAY, BAYARD, t'HASK, BAD¬
GER. SEWARD. THOMPSON of Kentucky, RISK,
BROWN, and l'EARt.'E, until 4 o'clock; when, without
disposing of tile bill,
The Senate adjourned.

MOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The House met at 12 o'clock, m.

VAUlul'b JCBWItoH.
The SPEAKER laid before the House a communieaUon

frotn the Secretary of War. transmitting, for the use of the
House, 250 copies of the odic.ial Army Register whiah watt

laid ou the table and ordered to be printed.
Mr. MAY hoped that they would allow a member who

had not occupied two hours of the attention of the House
since he came here a few minutes in which to reler two
bills and make it request

Mr. COBB. The Committee on Public Lands have not
had an honranil thirty minutes this session.

Mr. MAY said that he did not. ask to have any bills cou-
idered or passed. The request which he hud to make was
that the select committee, of which he was chairman, raised
to consider the subject of building a monument to the mem¬
ory of Washington, should be continued tor the remainder
of the session. No objection being interposed, the order
wus made.

Mr. MAYr, from the Committee on the Judiciary, asked
leave to report a bill supplemental to an act regulating the
fees and costs to be allowed to clerks, marshals, atu' attor¬

neys of the circuit and district courts of the United States,
and for other purposes, with the view of having it printed
and recommitted to his committee.

Mr. JONBS. of Tennessee. 1 have no objection if it is
lone with the general understanding tlmt it is not to come
back for consideration.
The hill was ordered to be printed end recommitted.
Mr. Ht'GHKS asked and obtained leave to introduce a

bill for the relief of actual occupants of Innds in the State
of California holding under location of State warrants
which was read twice by unanimous consent, and r< terred
to the Committee on Public Lands.
On motion of Mr. MAY, the following Senate bills w,,r®

taken from the S|»«ker s table, read twice by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated

Bill for the relief of the heirs and legal reprt sentativeS
ot Girard Wood, decerned: Committee on Revolutionary
Claims.

Bill to improve the navigation of the Patapsco riv^r. and
to render the port of Baltimore accessible to war steamers

of the I'nited States: Committee on Commerce.
The regular order of business was Uien demanded.

MAlt. HTKAMKIL8.

The House iben resumed the consideration of tbe bill
making appropriations for the transportation of tbu 1/uited
States mails from various ports. by dcmh steamers anil
otherwise, for the fiscal year ending the :R»th of June, iHfit;
The bill had been reported to the House, and the mum

question had Wen ordered on agreeing to the following
amendment of Mr. Old*
" For the transportation of tli« mail* from Sew York to

Liverpool anil baek, ami that the pro*bocontained
in the first section of an act untitled 'An act to supply d<
ticiencies In the appropriations ftir the ssrviaa ol th« ttuctl

year ending the JOtuot June, 1*6I,' approved the list day of

July, 1*52, be, and the name is hereby, repealed fWwnird,
That Edward K. Collin* and In* associates shall proo-vd with
all due diligence to build another »t«aui«hip in aocoidat.es
with the t«t ms of the contract, and have the same rpa.lv tor

mail service in two year* from and afler the p»*Ka^' .if this
aet ; and if said steamship is not ready within the time above
mentioned, by reason of any n«trlect or want >>f diligence no

their psrt, then the said Kdward K. Collins ami bis associates
shall carry the I'nlted Statea mails between New York and
Liverpool from the expiration of tha said two years, every
tortaight, free of any charge to the government, until th>-
new steamship shall have coinmenoed the said mail servie

Mr. J«tNE^, of Tennessee, said that the llou-e was very
thin. tt.e amendmen t of great imjairtancn, aud, with the
view of giving meniliers an opportunity to come in, lie

wo'dd move Vo reconsider the vote by which th" main
u'jestiou wan ordered to be put; and on that question t

Jemanded the yens and nays; which were ordered.
Mr. KDGEKTOY I move to lay the motion

4der upon the table. t0 ^
Mr JOHES, of Tennessee. I nek the

'ha* . /.»< and nars uiajn
The .Sl'KAKKH. The Che

to move to lay that pro" -e holds that it U not in order
The motion to re- vtWitlon upon the table.

nays 114. vOnsider was not agree*! to.yats 51
The que"

OU*. T.
*tmn ,hcn rernrml on the am. u<luj*.t of Mr

the yeas and nays were d.roanded and or.ier.-d-id the queatjon hetng taken, resulted.jmm loo ,,.v«
Ov*~-aa follows: ' *

YEAH

i'ui.oar, hwtmaa, M^v,0n, ^.nand. Th. Z'"Y, ' "

Kvei.hart, Wo ton. Flagler n J'1"0'"' ". r-

dr- J Hw an. HasH»g.. °Z1 n'£
H.nt. 0J2 T. Jones, j v VU' Zr, " A'"Kurt?, Lunt, f-Atbs?t]s I voti y, ii

* K u<

Donga!), M»tt«./s ?' M<-'Culi.x)h. Ma. .t

dlasaarth. Morgan So,
41 **«"''*m VW
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